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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendments 

1 . This Action is in Response to a Request for Continued Examination filed on 
August 25, 2010. Claims 131, 133, 137-139, 142, 148-149, 152, 156-157, 159-161, 166- 
169, 171-172, 177-178, 180-183, 186, 189, and 195-199 have been amended. Claims 
131-200 are pending in this application. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments, see Remarks, filed 8/25/2010 have been fully considered 
and are persuasive. Therefore, the rejection has been withdrawn. However, upon 
further consideration, a new ground(s) of rejection is made in view of Wolff (US 
6,738,841 B1), in view of Larsson et al. (US 7,028,102 B1) and Eldridge et al. (US 
6,515,988 B1). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

3. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

4. Claims 131 -1 47, 1 72-1 79, and 1 89-1 94 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 1 2, 
second paragraph. Claims 131, 172, and 177 are indefinite because the means for 
performing the claimed functions lack corresponding structures. It is not clear in the 
specification, which elements by which the means plus function claims can be 
implemented. Therefore, the claims are indefinite. See MPEP §2181. Claims 132-147, 



Application/Control Number: 09/992,413 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2453 

1 73-1 76, 1 78-1 79, and 1 89-1 94 do not provide any additional support for the structures 
of the "means for" limitations of claims 131,1 72, and 1 77 and thus, are also indefinite. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 131,1 33-1 37, 1 42-1 59, 1 61 -1 85, 1 87-1 94, and 1 96-200 are rejected 
under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Wolff (US 6,738,841 B1), in view of 
Larsson et al. (US 7,028,102 B1). 

With respect to claim 131, Wolff discloses a data output service system for 
rendering at an output device output content, managed from a information apparatus, 
the system having one or more servers for generating output data for rendering, the 
information apparatus being distinct and separate from the output device, and the one 
or more servers being distinct from the information apparatus and the output device 
(Abstract, PDA sends request to printer for document printing), the system comprising: 
• means for receiving at the one or more servers a document object from 
the information apparatus over a network the document object relating to 
the output content (Col. 6, lines 1-6, server receives request for document 
printing) 
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• means for receiving at the one or more servers an output device object 
from the information apparatus over a network, the output device object 
having one or more attributes corresponding to the output device, 
including an indication of a language and or data format that is acceptable 
as input to the output device for rendering (Col. 6, lines 43-63, user 
requests document for printing and printer server formats document for 
performing document handling operations); 

• means for generating device dependent output data at the server with a 
server application, the device dependent output data being associated 
with the output content and related at least in part to the indication of a 
language or a data format included in the output device object received 
from the information apparatus for rendering the output content (Col. 6, 
lines 43-63, user requests document for printing and printer server formats 
document for performing document handling operations); 

• means for delivering the output data to the output device for rendering the 
output content (Col. 5, lines 33-42, document requested is printed). 

Wolff does not explicitly disclose means for receiving from the information 
apparatus at the one or more servers a security or authentication information associated 
with the user operating the information apparatus for authentication of the user, and in 
dependence of a successful authentication of the user, enabling the user access to the 
data output service; 
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However, Larsson discloses means for receiving from the information apparatus 
at the one or more servers a security or authentication information associated with the 
user operating the information apparatus for authentication of the user, and in 
dependence of a successful authentication of the user, enabling the user access to the 
data output service (Col. 12, lines 12-41 , user sends authentication information to the 
information provider for authorization) ; 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to combine the teachings of Wolff with the teachings of 
Larsson to provide the server with authentication information, because it will prevent 
any unauthorized access from reaching the output device. 

With respect to claim 133, Wolff discloses means for receiving from the 
information apparatus one or more job objects having one or more attributes 
corresponding to the output job, including output quality (Col. 6, lines 43-63). 

With respect to claim 134, Wolff discloses in which the output device object 
includes a pointer or a reference to the language or the data format (Col. 6, lines 43-63). 

With respect to claim 135, Wolff discloses in which the output device includes a 
display output control unit for displaying data content (Col. 1 2, lines 60-67 and Col. 1 3, 
lines 1-5). 

With respect to claim 136, Wolff discloses in which the output device is a printer 
and the output data includes one or more of an image data, a graphics data, and text 
data (Abstract, printing). 
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With respect to claim 137, Wolff discloses in which the information apparatus is 
a wireless information apparatus and includes one or more of a palmtop computer, a 
handheld computer, a laptop computer, a personal digital assistance (PDA), a smart 
phone, a screen phone, Internet pad, internet appliance, and a digital camera (Abstract, 
PDA). 

With respect to claim 142, Wolff does not disclose obtaining authentication 
information from the information apparatus to authenticate permission for the 
information apparatus to access the data output service. 

However, Larsson discloses obtaining authentication information from the 
information apparatus to authenticate permission for the information apparatus to 
access the data output service (Col. 12, lines 12-41 , user sends authentication 
information to the information provider for authorization); 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to combine the teachings of Wolff with the teachings of 
Larsson to provide the server with authentication information, because it will prevent 
any unauthorized access from reaching the output device. 

With respect to claim 143, Wolff discloses means for establishing a 
communication channel between the information apparatus and the server application, 
the communication channel including one or more of an Internet, a local area network, a 
cellular network, and a wide area network (Col. 4, lines 56-64). 
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With respect to claim 144, Wolff discloses in which the output device is an 
audio output device and the output data includes audio data (Col. 12, lines 60-67 and 
Col. 13, lines 1-5). 

With respect to claim 145, Wolff discloses in which the output device is a 
display device and the output data includes one or more of an image data, an audio 
data, and a video data (Col. 2, lines 1 4-37, tool for capturing images and other media). 

With respect to claim 146, Wolff discloses in which the document object 
includes a reference or pointer related to the data content (Col. 6, lines 43-63). 

With respect to claim 147, Wolff discloses in which the means for generating 
device dependent output data at the server includes one or more of invoking, launching, 
calling, utilizing, and involving one or more applications (Col. 5, lines 33-42). 

With respect to claim 148, Wolff discloses a method for generating a device 
dependent output data acceptable for rendering at an output device, the device 
dependent output data corresponding to output content accessible at least partly by a 
information apparatus (Abstract, PDA sends request to printer for document printing), 
the method comprising: 

• delivering from the information apparatus at least part of a document 
object and at least part of an output device object to the server over a 
network, the document object being associated with the output content 
and the output device object including an indication of a language and or 
data format that is acceptable to the output device for rendering (Col. 6, 
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lines 43-63, user requests document for printing and printer server formats 
document for performing document handling operations); 

• receiving from the server device dependent output data related at least in 
part to the indication of a language or a format included in the output 
device object delivered from the information apparatus (Col. 6, lines 43- 
63, user requests document for printing and printer server formats 
document for performing document handling operations); 

• delivering the output data from the information apparatus to the output 
device for rendering of the output content (Col. 5, lines 33-42, document 
requested is printed). 

Wolff does not explicitly disclose sending from the information apparatus to a 
server over a network, a security or authentication information associated with the user 
operating the information apparatus for authentication of the user, the server being 
distinct from the information apparatus and the output device, and in dependence of a 
successful authentication of the user, enabling the user access to the data output 
service; 

However, Larsson discloses sending from the information apparatus to a server 
over a network, a security or authentication information associated with the user 
operating the information apparatus for authentication of the user, the server being 
distinct from the information apparatus and the output device, and in dependence of a 
successful authentication of the user, enabling the user access to the data output 
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service (Col. 12, lines 12-41 , user sends authentication information to the information 
provider for authorization) ; 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to combine the teachings of Wolff with the teachings of 
Larsson to provide the server with authentication information, because it will prevent 
any unauthorized access from reaching the output device. 

With respect to claims 149-159, 161-185, 187-194, and 196-200, the limitations 
of these claims are essentially similar to the limitations of claims 1 31 -1 48. Claims 1 49- 
200 are simply variations of similar subject matter found in the claims above. For this 
reason, claims 149-200 are rejected for the same reasons as claims 131-148 above. 

7. Claims 1 32, 1 38-1 41 , 1 60, 1 86, and 1 95 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as 
being unpatentable over Wolff (US 6,738,841 B1), in view of Larsson et al. (US 
7,028,102 B1) and further in view of Eldridge et al. (US 6,515,988 B1). 

With respect to claim 132, Wolff and Larsson do not explicitly disclose means 
for obtaining payment information from the information apparatus as payment for the 
data output service provided at the output device or as payment for sending the output 
data from the server. 

However, Eldridge discloses obtaining payment information from the information 
apparatus as payment for the data output service provided at the output device or as 
payment for sending the output data from the server (Col. 2, lines 57-63). 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to combine the teachings of Wolff and Larsson with the 
teachings of Eldridge to include payment information as payment for the service 
provided, because it will allow compensation to be acquired upon services furnished. 

With respect to claim 138, Wolff and Larsson do not explicitly disclose in which 
the payment information is provided automatically by the information apparatus. 

However, Eldridge discloses the payment information is provided automatically 
by the information apparatus (Col. 2, lines 57-63). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to combine the teachings of Wolff and Larsson with the 
teachings of Eldridge to include automatic payment to be received, because it will allow 
compensation to be acquired upon services furnished. 

With respect to claim 139, the claim is rejected for the same reasons as claim 
138 above. In addition, Eldridge discloses in which the payment information is provided 
through the information apparatus as entered by a user in response to a prompt to enter 
payment information (Col. 2, lines 57-63). 

With respect to claim 140, the claim is rejected for the same reasons as claim 
138 above. In addition, Eldridge discloses in which the payment information includes 
service subscriber information corresponding to a pre-arranged subscription to the data 
output service system (Col. 2, lines 64-67 and Col. 3, lines 1-10). 

With respect to claim 141, the claim is rejected for the same reasons as claim 
138 above. In addition, Eldridge discloses correlating the data output service subscriber 
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information with a subscriber database that stores subscriber profiles with subscription 
payment information (Col. 2, lines 64-67 and Col. 3, lines 1-10). 

With respect to claims 160, 186, and 195, the limitations of these claims are 
essentially similar to the limitations of claims 1 32, 1 38-1 41 . Claims 1 69, 1 86, and 1 95 
are simply variations of similar subject matter found in the claims above. For this 
reason, claims 132, 138-1 41 are rejected for the same reasons as claims 169, 186, and 
1 95 above. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Esther Benoit whose telephone number is 571 -270- 
3807. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday between 7:30 
a.m and 5 p.m. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Krista M. Zele can be reached on 571-272-7288. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
E.B. 

December 13, 2010 
/Krista M. Zele/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2453 



